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TITLE

College App Basics  
Step 1

Narrow Down Your Search
5,300 College and Universities in the U.S.

What factors are most important to your 
student and to YOU!  

Use SCOIR, College Board Big Future to 
narrow down your search!

Size of school
Location

Distance from Home
Majors
Cost

Activities
Entrance Requirements

Diversity
Reputation

Other things to look for: Acceptance Rate, 
Graduation Rate, Activities



College App Basics  
Step 2

Visit! Visit! Visit!
You would NOT buy a car without test driving 
it, right?  Same goes for College.  Make sure 
you get on campus to visit!

Look for Fall Open House Dates on each of 
your schools websites.  



TITLE

College App Basics  
Step 3

Get Organized!
When you finalize your list review the 
application deadlines, requirements, and any 
specific elements they may need for the 
application.

For example: The school may be “test 
optional” but your intended major is NOT.

Application Deadline
Financial Aid Deadlines
Do they require 
additional essays?
A portfolio?
An Interview?



TITLE

College App Basics  
Step 4

Apply!
Most college applications will be done via The 
Common Application.

One application that goes to many schools.

Each school will have a section that also 
needs to be filled out specifically for that 
school.

Can start as early as August 1

Applying for the FALL 2026 Semester



Accept SCOIR INVITE

College App Basics  
Step 5

Have your documents sent!
Request leers of recommendation via 
SCOIR

Add Schools to your “Colleges I’m Applying to 
Column in SCOIR”

Have your counselor send your initial 
transcripts via SCOIR

This takes place in the fall!  Be mindful of any 
EARLY Deadlines



Come get help with the 
College Applications Days 

before the start of the 
school year!

July 30

August 6

August 13

August 20

College Summer 
Office Hours!

9 AM - 12 PM

@ JTHS
Come to the 

Guidance Oice!



Merge Specific Items



Reporting Current High School (Jackson Township High School)

All of these items are 
located under the 

“EDUCATION” Section 
of the Common 

Application

The Common Application During the Merge

Reporting Past High School (Liberty or Memorial)

Reporting Class Size

Reporting Class Rank



Reporting Current High School (Jackson Township High School)

The Common Application During the Merge

Step 1: Click “Find School” Step 2: Search by CEEB.  Enter 310587



Reporting Current High School (Jackson Township High School)

The Common Application During the Merge

 Right now  the search will come up as “Jackson Liberty High School.”  

Within the next month, this will be changed to “Jackson Township High School”  

Big 
Note

Due to the merger of Jackson Memorial 
High School and Jackson Liberty High 
School I will aend my senior year and 
graduate from Jackson Township High 
School 310587

If you begin your 
applications by August 1 and 

it still says Liberty please 
select “Liberty.”  In the Box 

provided write 



Everyone should report 
their past  high school as 

either Jackson Memorial or 
Jackson Liberty High School

The Common Application During the Merge

Reporting Past High School (Liberty or Memorial)

Step 1: Click 1 Step 2: Search “ Not listed under high school name



Jackson Memorial High 
School 

101 Don Connor Blvd

Jackson Liberty High School
125 N. Hope Chapel Road

The Common Application During the Merge

Reporting Past High School (Liberty or Memorial)

Step 3: 
Complete the 

Form 

Jackson Memorial High School



The Common Application During the Merge

Reporting Past High School (Liberty or Memorial)

Step 4:

Fill in the “more 
information 

box” 
Due to the merger of Jackson Memorial and Jackson 
Liberty High School in July of 2025, all students from 
both schools now aend the new Jackson Township High 
School.



The Common Application During the Merge

Reporting Class Size and Class Rank
Former Memorial Students, 

report your class size as 
347

Report Rank as it appears 
on your transcript 

Former Liberty Students, 
report your class size as 

261

Report Rank as it appears 
on your transcript



All students should check 

their email to accept the 

new invitation from SCOIR.

Even if they registered last 

year, they must accept this 

new invitation.

SCOIR
● Research Colleges
● Take Career 

Interest Inventories
● Request Leers of 

Recommendation
● Follow colleges 
● Work with your 

counselor to 
manage your 
college 
documents



College and Career Night at 

the Jersey Shore: Hosted by 

the Ocean County School 

Counselors Association

College Fair

@ RWJ Barnabas Health 

Arena at Toms River North

6PM

FAFSA Workshop: Get help 
completing your FAFSA

@ Jackson Township High 
School  

5 PM

College/Career Planning/Financial Aid Night  @ Jackson Township High School 
Presentation about the college process and financial aid

6 PM

College representatives 
from various in and out of 
state schools will visit the 
guidance oice during 
common lunch!  Students 
can come and meet 
admissions reps.

Upcoming Events

Oct. 7

Oct. 23

Oct. 8
Fall 2025


